
Visiting the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden



What Is the Hirshhorn Museum and 
Sculpture Garden? 

I am going on a trip to the Hirshhorn 
Museum and Sculpture Garden. The 
Hirshhorn is an art museum. I will see 
many different types of modern and 
contemporary art. 

Some of the art will be paintings that 
hang on the walls. 

Some will be sculptures that are 
displayed on stands or on the ground. 
I will also see art that fills entire rooms, 
and art that includes sound, light, and 
video.

Museum gallery. Photo: Rick Coulby



Welcome!

To enter the Museum, I will follow 
the large arrows to the yellow 
door labeled “Entrance.”

Arrows point to the Museum entrance. Photo: Lea
Winston

Museum entrance. Photo: Lea Winston



Security

At the entrance, a security 
officer will look in my bag if I 
have one. This is OK. It helps 
keep everyone inside the 
Museum safe. 

If I don’t have a bag, I can 
continue right into the Museum. 

Security officer checks a bag. Photo: Lea Winston



Exploring the Museum

The Hirshhorn has four floors. When I 
enter the Museum, I will be in the 
Lobby, on the First Level. To visit 
other floors, I can take the escalator 
or elevator. 

I can find art exhibitions on the 
Lower Level and the Second and 
Third Levels. 

On the Lower Level, I can also find 
restrooms, art education classrooms 
(Hirshhorn Art School), the Museum 
Shop, water fountains, and cellphone-
charging stations. 

Museum escalator. Photo: Kate Warren



Entering the Lobby

After I pass security, I will enter the 
Museum Lobby. 

I will find chairs and benches to sit on 
and rest. There is a café where I can 
buy snacks or drinks if I am hungry.

I may notice that the Lobby is 
crowded or noisy. If it gets too loud, I 
can go to the Second or Third Levels 
of the Museum, where it is quieter. 

Museum Lobby. Photo: Cathy Carver



Visiting the Welcome Desk

In the Lobby, I will find the Welcome 
Desk. I can ask the volunteers there 
questions and pick up a Museum map 
and activity guides. 

Here are some questions I can ask 
volunteers at the desk:

● Which exhibits or activities 
might I like?

● What is your favorite exhibition? 

● Are there any programs I can 
participate in today?

Welcome Desk in the Lobby. Photo: Lea Winston



People Who Can Help Me

If I need help, I can talk to 
security guards and 
Visitor Services 
associates. I can find 
them in the galleries and 
Museum Lobby.

Security guard. Photo: Lea 
Winston

I can identify security guards
by their uniform. They wear a 
white shirt, black jacket, and 
a lanyard.

Visitor Services associate. 
Photo: Lea Winston

I can identify Visitor Services 
associates by their uniform. They 
wear all black and have a Hirshhorn 
lanyard. They know a lot about the 
art on view. I can ask them questions 
about the art I see.



Looking at Art

There are many artworks to see 
at the Hirshhorn. 

I can take my time while looking 
at the artworks. I might wonder: 
Who made this? What did they 
use to make it? What was the 
person thinking when they made 
it?

If I don’t like something in the 
Museum, I can move to another 
area. 

Museum gallery. Photo: Erin Schaff



Keeping the Artwork Safe

I can’t touch the art because it is 
fragile and could get damaged. If I 
get too close to an artwork, I may 
hear a beeping alarm that tells 
me to back up. 

Some of the art is behind glass to 
keep it safe. Other art is not 
behind glass. No matter what, I 
cannot touch it!

Museum gallery. Photo: Rick Coulby



Kids Guides

Kids Guides are booklets with fun 
activities that can help me 
explore the exhibitions. I can find 
Kids Guides at the entrance to 
exhibitions or at the Welcome 
Desk in the Lobby. 

I can get a pencil at the Welcome 
Desk to complete my Kids Guide. 
I cannot use a pen because pens 
could damage the artwork in the 
Museum. 

Kids Guides at a gallery entrance. Photo: Lea Winston

Kids Guides at the Welcome Desk. Photo: Lea Winston



What If I Need the Restroom?

I can find restrooms on the 
Lower Level. I can get there using 
the escalator or elevator. 

If I need more privacy, I can use a 
single restroom. I can find one 
just inside the entrances to the 
Women’s and the Men’s 
restrooms.

The hand dryers can be very 
loud. I can find paper towels by 
the restroom entrances. 

Women’s restroom on the Lower Level. Photo: Lea
Winston



What If I Get Hungry?

I can buy snacks at the café in the 
Lobby. I can also eat food that I 
bring from home.

I can eat food only in the Lobby 
or outside on the Plaza. I can’t 
eat food in the galleries. This 
helps keep the Museum clean. I 
will finish my food or put it away 
before I leave.

Museum café in the Lobby. Photo: Farrah Skeiky



What If I Need to Take a Break?

I can sit on benches near the 
escalator in the Lobby. I can also sit 
on chairs near the café in the Lobby. 
There are also benches inside some 
galleries. 

On the Third Level, I can find the 
Lerner Room, which has big couches 
and a view of the National Mall. This 
is a quiet place to rest. 

The Lobby can be noisy and crowded 
when the Museum is busy. 

Lerner Room, on the Museum's Third Level, with 
couches. Photo: Lea Winston



Time to Leave

When I am ready to leave, I will 
go back to the Lobby. 

Next to the café, I will see a 
large “Exit” sign hanging from 
the ceiling. I will leave the 
Museum through these doors. 
There will be one more 
security officer at the exit to 
say goodbye to. 

Museum exit. Photo: Lea Winston



Thank you for visiting the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden
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